


�NSI STRIVES 
TO EDUCATE 

FUTURE 
LEADERS AND 

SHAPE THE 
DEBATE ON THE 
CRITICAL ISSUES 

FACING OUR 
NATION.�

JAMIL N. JAFFER 
Founder & Executive Director, NSI



CONTENTS
2

Founder�s Message

4

About the National Security Institute

6

Leading the Way

14

Educating Future Leaders

26

Shaping Law & Policy 

50

NSI�s Leaders, Sta�, Faculty, and Scholars



Our vision was that NSI would be a place 
focused on �nding real-world answers to the 
toughest national security questions and that 
those solutions would safeguard constitutional 
liberties and enable a strong national defense.  
In particular, we wanted to give the arguments 
in favor of a robust national security posture a 
�ghting chance in a fair debate�a view that is 

When we were starting NSI, a constant question we were asked by 
supporters and leaders alike was how NSI would be di�erent from 
other think tanks and centers at law schools.  

MESSAGE
FROM THE FOUNDER

JAMIL N. JAFFER
Assistant Professor of Law, 
NSI Founder & Executive Director, 
and Director, National Security Law 
& Policy Program

not necessarily in vogue in Washington D.C. 
today and rarely, if ever, in academia.  As with 
any new venture, the vision is often the easy 
part.  Over the past year and a half since our last 
impact report, I am glad to report that we were 
able to continue to make that vision a reality.  

One of the core missions of NSI is to train the 
next generation of national security leaders to 
take on tomorrow�s problems.  This year, we 
received approval to o�er a new LLM degree in 
Cyber, Intelligence, and National Security Law 
and we are actively recruiting the �rst full class 
of students for Fall 2020.  We also launched a 





A CRITICAL
MISSION

The National Security Institute is dedicated to �nding real-world, 
practical answers to hard national security law and policy questions. 





LEADING
THE WAY

In 2020, NSI launched a number of cutting-edge initiatives 
to support the development of more informed national 
security policy, including a multi-faceted project honing 
the Institute�s decades of policy experience to address 

global challenges, programs to educate stakeholders on 
the modern communication and information technology 

infrastructure and the threats posed to U.S. judicial 
system, as well as innovative virtual programming to meet 

the realities of the new year.





CHINA�S RISE: 
Confronting China�s Challenge to the World Order

CHINA V. U.S.: WHAT 
DOES GEOPOLITICAL 
COMPETITION WITH A GLOBAL 
HEAVYWEIGHT LOOK LIKE?

CHINESE ECONOMIC 
POWER AND STATECRAFT: 
HOW SHOULD THE 
U.S. RESPOND?

HOW CAN THE U.S. COMBAT 
THE MODERNIZATION OF 
CHINA�S MILITARY?

WHAT DOES A NEW U.S. 
GRAND STRATEGY TOWARDS 
CHINA LOOK LIKE?

What are the implications of China�s commitment to 
challenging the existing order, including its e�orts to 
achieve hegemony over its neighbors, a commitment 
to civil-military fusion and state-support of critical 
technologies, as well as an ideological devotion to 
authoritarian control, and how can the U.S. compete?

How can the U.S. counter China�s massive e�ort to 
grow and modernize the People�s Liberation Army, 
including enhanced military capabilities across 
all domains and how can the U.S. strengthen the 
military capacities of its partners and allies in the 
region?

How can the U.S. respond to China�s use of economic 
statecraft to extend its in�uence around the world, 
further its growth, undercut competition, and to gain 
acquiesce or silence opposition to CCP oppression 
and military aggression?

How can the U.S. and its allies design a sustained 
e�ort to both counter the threats posed by China�s 
economic, military, and geopolitical advances, 
while also maintaining the necessary diplomatic 
and economic ties to avoid con�ict and establish a 
new paradigm for U.S.-China relations?

Key Challenges









Following up on the launch of 
its Cyber Lawyers Bootcamp, 
NSI is continuing and expanding 
this innovative program in 2020.  
NSI�s Cyber Technology & Law 
Program provides participants 
with a focused understanding of 
the core technologies, systems, 
and networks that undergird the 
communications and information 
technology infrastructure, as well as 
an exploration of the legal and policy 
issues related to cybersecurity and 
other key technology topics.

The program�s curriculum was 
developed jointly by technologists 
with national security backgrounds 
and lawyers with a deep cyber and 
technology background on these 
issues from both government and 
industry.  The program features 
lectures and hands-on exercises 
with the technologies discussed, 
including particular hacking and 
defensive tools. 

CYBER TECHNOLOGY 
& LAW PROGRAM

INSTRUCTORS
Instructors provide a deep dive on technology at a level that 
the non-engineer can understand, while also unpacking 
the key legal and policy issues associated with the relevant 
technologies and cyber activities being discussed.  

Jamil N. Ja�er, NSI 
Founder and Executive 
Director 

Adam Golodner, NSI 
Visiting Fellow, Former 
Chief of Sta�, U.S. 
Department of Justice, 
Antitrust Division

Megan Brown, NSI Senior 
Fellow, Partner, Wiley 
Rein LLP

Michael Ehrlich, NSI 
Visiting Fellow, Chief 
Technology O�cer, 
IronNet Cybersecurity

Catherine McElroy, NSI 
Visiting Fellow, Former 
General Counsel, 
House Armed Services 
Committee

Amyn Gilani, NSI Visiting 
Fellow, Vice President of 
Product, 4iQ

Bryson Bort, NSI Senior 
Fellow, Founder & CEO, 
SCYTHE





EDUCATING
FUTURE LEADERS

NSI is committed to providing our students with a wide range of experiences 
in the national security arena, from gaining the skills necessary to engage in 

rigorous analysis of key issues, to providing opportunities to work on legal and 
policy matters in a variety of settings, from academia to government.









PADUA

In July 2019, NSI hosted its second 
overseas program in Padua, Italy 
with U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Neil M. Gorsuch.

NSI hosted its second National Security Summer 
Program at the University of Padua, one of the oldest 
universities in the world in 2019.  Justice Neil M. 
Gorsuch of the United States Supreme Court and 
NSI Founder and Executive Director Jamil N. Ja�er 
taught over twenty Scalia Law students about the 
historical roots and the modern application of the 
separation of powers in the national security context 
in two courses: (1) Separation of Powers, and (2) 
Interbranch Con�icts in National Security: War, 
Intelligence, and Negotiations. 

In addition to an educational day trip to Bologna, NSI�s 
summer program also included informal discussions 
with leading legal experts and national security 
practitioners including: Judge Julius N. Richardson 
of the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth 
Circuit; Judge David Stras of the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit; Judge Timothy 
Tymokovich of the Court of Appeals for the Tenth 
Circuit; and NSI Advisory Board members William J. 
Haynes, former General Counsel of the Department 
of Defense, Benjamin Powell, former General Counsel 
of the O�ce of the Director of National Intelligence, 
and Letitia Long, former Director of the National 
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency.

NATIONAL SECURITY & 
SEPARATION OF POWERS 
SUMMER PROGRAM





STUDENT BROWN BAGS

NSI�s student brown bag series brings national security 
practitioners to Scalia Law School to share their 
professional insight with students in a more informal 
setting.  The  series has featured: NSI Senior Fellow 
Lester Munson, former Sta� Director of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee; NSI Visiting Fellow Sarah 
Ge�roy, former Chief Counsel of the House Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence; and NSI Visiting 
Fellow Matthew Ferraro, Senior Associate at WilmerHale 
and former intelligence o�cer, among others.

CAREER PANELS 

NSI regularly hosts career panels to provide students 
the opportunity both to learn about careers in national 
security law and policy and to engage and network 
with national security leaders in the private and public 
sectors.  Pictured are: NSI Visiting Fellow Paula Doyle, 
former Associate Deputy Director of Operations 
Technology, Central Intelligence Agency; NSI Visiting 
Fellow Geof Kahn, former Senior Advisor to the Chief 
Operating O�cer, Central Intelligence Agency; NSI 
Senior Fellow Matthew R. A. Heiman, former lawyer 
in the National Security Division, U.S. Department of 
Justice; and NSI Visiting Fellow David Priess, former 
intelligence o�cer, Central Intelligence Agency.

STUDENT 
OPPORTUNITIES





Mason Intelligence & National 
Security Law Association 

MINSLA is focused on organizing events and curating content 
for law students to learn about national security law and make 
meaningful connections with industry practitioners.

MLS is dedicated to promoting knowledge and 
awareness of military law issues a�ecting students, 
law professionals, and members of America�s 
armed forces. 

SLS encourages and supports students who are 
interested in space law � the body of national 
and international laws and customs that govern 
human activities in outer space.

Military Law Society Space Law Society 

National Security Law Journal

NSLJ is a student-edited legal periodical that prints timely, insightful 
scholarship on pressing materials in the dynamic �eld of national 
security law, as well as topic related to foreign a�airs, intelligence, 
and homeland security.

STUDENT 
ORGANIZATIONS





Cops and Cocktails: A Talk on Criminal 
Procedure and Constitutional Rights
GMU ARLINGTON CAMPUS   |  APRIL 2019

NSI co-hosted a lecture on criminal 
procedure and constitutional rights with 
Consovoy McCarthy Park, the Law and 
Liberty Center, and the Antonin Scalia 
Law School Chapter of the Federalist 
Society, which featured NSI Adjunct 
Professor Arthur Rizer.

ANTONIN SCALIA LAW SCHOOL  |  SEPTEMBER 2019

NSI, the ABA Standing Committee on Law 
and National Security, and the Intelligence & 
National Security Alliance hosted G. Zachary 
Terwilliger, United States Attorney for the 
Eastern District of Virginia for a �reside chat 
with NSI Founder and Executive Director Jamil 
N. Ja�er to discuss the latest national security 
challenges facing the United States.

A Fireside Chat with G. Zachary Terwilliger

National Emergency at the Border: A Debate
ANTONIN SCALIA LAW SCHOOL  |  MARCH 2019

The National Security Institute and the 
Federalist Society held a debate on the 
President�s legal authority to declare a 
national emergency on the southern border,  
which featured: NSI Visiting Fellow Adam 
Pearlman, former Associate Deputy General 
Counsel at the Department of Defense; 
Michael Krauss, Scalia Law Professor of Law; 
and Ilya Shapiro, Director of the Robert A. 
Levy Center for Constitutional Studies at the 
Cato Institute. 





SHAPING 
LAW AND 
POLICY

NSI�s Advisory Board, faculty, and fellows use their real-world experience to 
incorporate a realistic assessment of the threats facing the United States and 
to identify legal and policy solutions to hard national security questions that 

both enable a robust national defense and respect fundamental freedoms and 
principles of limited government.





NSI PUBLICATIONS

Huawei and ZTE: Countering 
A Hostile Foreign Threat
U.S. CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER  |  FEBRUARY 2019

NSI�s Huawei and ZTE: Countering a Hostile Foreign Threat event 
featured keynote remarks by Rep. Mike Conaway (TX-11) and Rep. Dutch 
Ruppersberger (MD-02).  A panel followed featuring: NSI Visiting Fellow 
Michael Bahar, former Deputy Legal Advisor to the National Security 
Council at the White House; NSI Visiting Fellow Lauren Bedula, Vice 
President, Beacon Global Strategies; NSI Fellow Andy Keiser, former 
Senior Advisor, House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence; and 
NSI Senior Fellow Bryan Smith, former Budget Director, House Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence. NSI Senior Fellow Lester Munson, former 
Sta� Director of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, moderated.

NSI EVENT

Chinese 
Telecommunications 
Companies Huawei 
and ZTE: Countering a 
Hostile Foreign Threat

By NSI Fellow Andy Keiser and
NSI Senior Fellow Bryan Smith

JANUARY 24, 2019

NSI LAW & POLICY PAPER 

NSI�s World That Awaits event featured keynote remarks by Rep. Adam 
Kinzinger (IL-16).  A panel followed featuring the paper�s authors:  NSI 
Visiting Fellow Matthew F. Ferraro, Senior Associate, WilmerHale, 
and NSI Visiting Fellow Loren Dealy Maher, President, Dealy Maher 
Strategies.  NSI Senior Fellow Lester Munson, former Sta� Director of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, moderated.

The World That Awaits
RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING  |  JUNE 2019

NSI EVENT

The World That Awaits: 
Foreign Policy Issues 
Confronting the 116th 
Congress

By NSI Visiting Fellow Loren 
Dealy Maher and NSI Visiting 
Fellow Matthew F. Ferraro

FEBRUARY 7, 2019

NSI LAW & POLICY PAPER 





Combating Digital Authoritarianism: 
U.S. Alternative Needed to Counter 
Data Localization and Government 
Control

By NSI Senior Fellow and Co-Director of 
Cybersecurity and Emerging Technologies 
Program Andrea Limbago

MAY 23, 2019

NSI REPORT

Jordan: A Critical Ally in a 
Dangerous and Vital Region

By NSI Director of Strategy Matthew R. A. Heiman

APRIL 4, 2019

NSI REPORT

Untangling The Guantanamo 
Military Commissions: How Modest 
Reforms Can Resolve Procedural 
Delays to Justice and Protect an 
Important War Power

By NSI Visiting Fellow Adam Pearlman 

APRIL 22, 2019

NSI LAW & POLICY PAPER 

NSI Visiting Fellow 
Jennifer Cafarella, 
Institute for the 
Study of War; 
Amb. Ryan Crocker, 
former Ambassador 
to Afghanistan; 
and Prof. Henry 
R. Nau, Professor, 
George Washington 
University

Rep. Adam Kinzinger (IL-16

NSI Senior Fellow 
Lester Munson, former 
Sta� Dir., Sen. Comm. 
on Foreign Relations; 
Matthew F. Ferraro, 
WilmerHale; and 
NSI Visiting Fellow 
Loren Dealy Mahler, 
Founder, Dealy 
Malher Strategies

G. Zachary Terwilliger, U.S. 
Attorney for the Eastern 
District of Virginia





Members of Congress rely on NSI experts� experience and guidance as they 
confront the most challenging national security questions facing the United States.

CONGRESSIONAL 
TESTIMONY

APRIL 11, 2018

OCTOBER 31, 2019

NSI Visiting Fellow Diane Rinaldo

United Senate Homeland Security and Governmental 
A�airs Committee

Supply Chain Security, Global Competitiveness, and 5G

FEBRUARY 6, 2019 

NSI Faculty member Joyce Lee Malcom

House Committee on the Judiciary 

Gun Violence Prevention

JANUARY 15 & 16, 2019

NSI Advisory Board member Michael B. Mukasey 

Senate Committee on the Judiciary 

Nomination of the Honorable William Pelham Barr to be 
Attorney General of the United States

NOVEMBER 14, 2018

NSI Visiting Fellow Dmitri Alperovitch

Senate Committee on Armed Services

Department of Defense�s Cybersecurity Acquisition and 
Practices from the Private Sector





JUNE 2019
SESSION 2 

MARCH 2019
SESSION 1 The �rst session, held in Washington, D.C., provided an 

overview of the three branches of government � legislative, 
executive, and judicial.  George Mason University faculty 
members led the academic lectures and practitioner-led 
panels brought real-world perspectives to topics such as 
data privacy and security, government engagement with 
tech companies, and the executive branch�s response to 
technology-based national security threats.

The second session, held in Chicago, Illinois, centered on how to write 
policy e�ectively.  Fellows learned about various forms of written policy 
products, the di�erent functions attributed to particular forms of writing 
� either to inform or to persuade � and best practices when writing 
opinion pieces, talking points, backgrounders, and policy memos.  
Fellows were also introduced to political issue framing and developing 
persuasive messaging for various kinds of audiences.

ADVANCING THE DEBATE

Thanks to the support from the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, NSI hosted its �rst-ever Technologist 
Fellowship in 2019.  Over the course of four multi-day sessions, the fellowship provided fellows the core tools 
needed to e�ectively engage policymakers in both the legislative and executive branches.  By developing 
fellows� abilities to engage and in�uence the policy community, NSI seeks to inject more technology-related 
expertise will be injected into the national security and cyber policy process. 

Fellows had the opportunity to engage with cyber experts and senior national security policymakers including: NSI 
Advisory Board member Mike Rogers, former Chairman of the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence; 
Chris Krebs, Director of the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency; NSI Advisory Board member Rick 
Ledgett, former Deputy Director of the National Security Agency; Dr. Stacey Dixon, Deputy Director of the National 
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency; and NSI Advisory Board member Ron Gula, co-founder of Tenable Network Security.

PROGRAMS
NSI Technologist Fellowship





With the support of the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, NSI 
established a Media Engagement and Education program to bring 
national security and cyber experts together with journalists to 
increase tech-literacy amongst tech, cyber, and national security 
reports.  This program, entitled �Decrypted: Teaching Journalists to 
Talk Tech,� consisted of invite-only events made up of policy brie�ngs 
and networking receptions that were attended by journalists from 
the Washington Post, Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, 
Bloomberg, Axios, CNN, and Politico.

Chris Krebs, Director of the Cyber and Infrastructure 
Security Agency, spoke with NPR�s Dina Temple-
Raston, alongside NSI Visiting Fellow Kristen Hajduk 
and NSI Founder and Executive Director Jamil N. Ja�er.

JUNE 2019

Rick Ledgett, former Deputy Director of the National 
Security Agency, chatted with Ben Wittes, NSI 
Advisory Board member and co-founder of Lawfare. 
NSI Visiting Fellows Lauren Cla�ey, Former Deputy 
Assistant Secretary, Strategic Communications, U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security, and Matthew 
Ferraro, WilmerHale, also joined in the discussion.

JULY 2019 

Rep. Will Hurd (TX-23), former chairman of the 
Information Technology Subcommittee of the House 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, 
spoke with David Sanger of The New York Times. They 
were joined by NSI Senior Fellow Bryson Bort, CEO 
and Founder of SCYTHE, and Anne-Marie Zettlemoyer, 
Cyber Strategist and Independent Researcher.

SEPTEMBER 2019 

Dmitri Alperovitch, co-founder and former Chief 
Technical O�cer of Crowdstrike, spoke with Olivia 
Gazis from CBS. NSI Visiting Fellows Lauren Bedula, 
Vice President of Beacon Global Strategies, and Beth 
Cartier, Senior Manager of Cybersecurity, Ernst and 
Young, also participated in the discussion.

NOVEMBER 2019

Media Engagement Program

NSI Advisory Board member 
Benjamin Wittes; Co-Founder, 
Lawfare, NSI Advisory Board 
member Richard Ledgett, 
former Deputy Director, NSA; 
and NSI Director of Programs 
Darren Dick

NSI Senior Fellow 
Bryson Bort, 
Founder and CEO, 
SCYTHE; Rep. Will 
Hurd (TX-23); David 
E. Sanger, The 
New York Times; 
and NSI Visiting 
Fellow Anne-Marie 
Zettlemoyer

Olivia Gazis, CBS News

Dina Temple-Reston, NPR; Chris 
Krebs, Director, Cybersecurity 
and Infrastructure Security 
Agency; and NSI Visiting Fellow 
Kristen Hajduk, Regional 
Director, National Security 
Innovation Network






















































