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To the People of the State of New York: 
 

“Energy in the Executive is a leading character in the definition of good government. It is 
essential to the protection of the community against foreign attacks; it is not less 
essential to the steady administration of the laws; to the protection of property against 
those irregular and high-handed combinations which sometimes interrupt the ordinary 
course of justice; to the security of liberty against the enterprises and assaults of 
ambition, of faction, and of anarchy…  
 

A feeble Executive implies a feeble execution of the government. A feeble execution is 
but another phrase for a bad execution; and a government ill executed, whatever it may 
be in theory, must be, in practice, a bad government… 
 

That unity is conducive to energy will not be disputed. Decision, activity, secrecy, and 
dispatch will generally characterize the proceedings of one man in a much more 
eminent degree than the proceedings of any greater number; and in proportion as the 
number is increased, these qualities will be diminished… 
 

It is evident from these considerations, that the plurality of the Executive tends to 
deprive the people of the two greatest securities they can have for the faithful exercise 
of any delegated power, first, the restraints of public opinion, which lose their efficacy, 
as well on account of the division of the censure attendant on bad measures among a 
number, as on account of the uncertainty on whom it ought to fall; and, secondly, the 
opportunity of discovering with facility and clearness the misconduct of the persons they 
trust, in order either to their removal from office or to their actual punishment in cases 
which admit of it…” 
 
PUBLIUS 
 


